
 
Myerstown Borough Planning Commission Meeting 

 Monday, October 26, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Planning Commission was held on Monday, October 26, 2020 at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 3 of the Myerstown Community Center at 101 South Railroad St, Mayor Gloria Ebling 
being in the Chair, and the Secretary being present. 

Present were: Commission Chair Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Commission Vice-Chair Michael D. Behm, 
Commission Secretary Ronald L. Ream, Commission Members Vince Podolski and Carl A. Weaver, and 
Manager Michael R. McKenna. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:58 p.m. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Vince Podolski seconded to approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
held on August 24, 2020.  Motion carried. 

The Commission discussed the façade improvement grant program, which was presented to downtown 
business owners at a public meeting held on Monday, September 28, 2020.  Guidelines for the program 
were approved at the August 24th Planning Commission meeting, which set a deadline of December 31, 
2020 for grant applications.  The Commission agreed that the January 2021 Planning Commission 
Meeting should be moved from the fourth Monday to the second Monday so that grant awards may be 
determined in a timely matter, since the deadline for project completion is June 30, 2021. 

The Commission reviewed a draft amendment to the Zoning Ordinance which was requested at the 
August Planning Commission meeting for the purposes of creating an expiration clause for all zoning 
permits, requiring projects to begin within 90 days, and requiring projects to be complete by one year of 
the issuance of the permit, with the opportunity for the Zoning Officer to extend the deadline by 6 
months at his/her discretion.  The amendment also included a recommendation from FEMA to amend 
floodplain regulations to clarify that no variance will be granted for accessory structures that exceed 
600 square feet.  Vince Podolski moved and Carl Weaver seconded to recommend that Borough Council 
adopt an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to clarify that no variance will be granted for accessory 
structures in the floodplain that exceed 600 square feet, and to add a zoning permit expiration clause, 
a required project start date, and a process for extending permit deadlines.  Motion carried. 

The Commission discussed an upcoming Borough project to create and administer its own Subdivision 
and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) and Stormwater Management Ordinance (SWMO).  This 
project will involve input from the Planning Commission at a future meeting.   

The Chair asked if there was any other business to come before the Planning Commission.  Seeing none, 
she asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

         Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
       Borough Manager/Secretary                
 


